
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS 

ALL-OHIO 99 NEWS 

OCTOBER 2021 HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

At our September 19th meeting at Newark-Heath Airport we were happy to welcome two new members:    

L-R: student pilot Claire Gerber and her mother Heather,  and 99 Leota Lane, who is studying to be an A

and P.  R is American Airlines Captain Bruce Johnson, our speaker, who gave   

us insight into his early aviation 

training and military deployments 

as a jet pilot. He retired from the 

Air Force as   a lieutenant colonel, 

but Bruce is better known as the 

son of the famous scud runner, 

our own Kay Johnson, pictured 

below L with Kathy Samuelson at 

our meeting at the EAA Chapter 

Clubhouse.  R: Deb Henrichs and 

Bruce encourage Kathy to make a 

wish as she blows out the candles 

(earlier mistaken for a forest fire) 

on her birthday brownies.   

Welcome to our newest member: Student pilot Zoie Robinson.  

MEETINGS: : SATURDAY October 16 will be at Port Bucyrus 17G Airport’s bicentennial fly-in 

celebration.  Please see the enclosed flyer for details of the pancake breakfast, basic med and drone 

presentations,  fly-overs, vendors, and a historical re-enactment of Lauretta Schimmoler by Peg 

Ballou.   Lauretta was the first woman airport manager in the USA, and had an interesting life.      

Address: 2254 Isaac Beal Road, Bucyrus, Phone: 419-562-7596 

The November 14th meeting will be a carry-in at CMH hosted by Valerie Palazzolo.   

The December 12th meeting will be hosted by Kay Johnson at Ruby Tuesday’s in Mount Vernon.      

Photos courtesy of the Official Photographer of the All-Ohio Chapter Kathy Samuelson.
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October 16th Saturday Bucyrus Fly-In 

Hi, All-Ohio 99s. 

We meet ONE DAY EARLY….SATURDAY...OCTOBER 16TH. 

We won’t have a business meeting, but can enjoy all the activities  

at the Bucyrus Fly-In. We especially want to see our own          

member, Peg Ballou,  as a re-enactor of Lauretta Schimmoler,   

who was the first woman to run an airport in the U.S……. 

right there in Bucyrus. Peg will present the program and then    

run an interesting film about Lauretta (as you can see from the  

enclosed flyer). Peg’s first presentation will be at 11:00 am at her 

hangar (the flyer left out the time), and then may also do another          

presentation around 2:00 pm or 3:00 pm, as time permits.     

There’s also a bunch of other stuff going on and food (Bucyrus: 

home of the Bratwurst Festival) available there too.  

Hope to see  you there!  -Kathy Samuelson 





 We were welcomed to the EAA Clubhouse on the airport by our hostess Kay Johnson. A lively aviation      

discussion was already in progress.  Our speaker, Bruce Johnson, and his AI friend Sam were relating 

some of their aviation experiences. Then, LTC. Johnson told us about his life.  He soled in March   

1974 and has been flying for 47 years.  (His mom Kay has been a 99 since 1977). Bruce noted that,     

“luck is being prepared when opportunity knocks.”  He has flown for American Airlines for 38  

years. He flew the 727 when it had two ADFs, two VORs, and an NDB.  He also flew the DC-9. In 

1992 he was promoted to captain after eight years on the job. All flights in the USA are “routine 

training” flights. He worked as an accident recreator of accidents he had previously investigated    

for training purposes. In the military, he flew the A7 for ten years and the F16 out of Springfield air 

base. In 1996 he was a member of a squadron of F-16s in Kuwait, flying the northern and     

southern watches. He noted that the A-10 was flown in circles around any downed aircraft to 

protect the crew on the ground. He was also in the National Air Defense at WPAFB in Dayton.  He 

is now retired from the Air National Guard. When he was building his home in Alexandria, he built 

the runway and airstrip for his Highlander before the house was started.  Now there’s an aviator 

with his priorities straight! Thank you, colonel, for an enlightening talk and to Kay for inviting him!
MEETINGS:
Peg Ballou will host the SATURDAY October 16th meeting at Port Bucyrus Airport Days for the Bucyrus  

bicentennial. Please see the flyer in this newsletter. There should be food vendors. and Peg will re-enact     

Lauretta Schimmoler, the first woman airport manager in the USA, movie advisor, pilot, good friend of    

Amelia Earhart, and first 99s secretary.  A monument at the airport to Lauretta is planned using donations: 

$10 per person and $5 per car. There will be a C-130 and other aircraft on display, and an F-16 fly-over.      

Valerie Palazzolo has volunteered to host the November 14th meeting as a carry-in at the Columbus airport.  



Below L: Deb Henrichs helped Kay Johnson with lunch by serving some delicious pie. Middle: Peg Ballou and 

her student pilot Lisa Blair had a fun flight into the airport for the meeting. In the background Margaret     

Hazlett is chowing down. Peg’s newly instrument rated commercial student Brad recently landed at the last   

airport in his quest to land at  all the public-use airports in Ohio with a night flight with Peg to Youngstown.   

R: Lisa passed her Private Pilot exam shortly after our meeting. Lower screen shot is from the NCS meeting 

September 25th, zoomed in by our members Kathy Samuelson, Deb Henrichs, and Betty Huck.  
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Can you believe these   

lovely flowers are still 

blooming in the middle     

of October, a time in the 

past when the snow     

would be flying?  And the 

butterfly bush had five 

Monarchs sipping on it.  




