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In loving memory of CFII Joan Mace 

1924 - 2021 Joan Elizabeth Mace, 97, passed away peacefully on Tuesday, December 28, 2021, with 

family, and former student and long-time friend Connie Tobias at her side. Joan was an aviation trail 

blazer expanding aviation firsts for women-a pioneer, inspiration, and role model for women.         

Joan was born in Columbus and is survived by her sons, Mark (Kim) and Patrick (Tammy) Mac; 

grandsons, Randy, Brian (Maggie), Jordan and Jared; and great granddaughter, Remi.  Joan was  

preceded in death by her husband of 35 years, Nolan H. Mace, and son Michael Mace. After graduat-

ing from Caldwell High School in 1942, Joan inspected rivets and landing gear for the Navy's Hell  

Diver aircraft at Curtiss Wright  while learning to fly at Price Field in Columbus. She earned her    

private pilot's license in 1943 and was accepted into the WASP (Women Air Service Pilots) program  

in 1944. Before she reported to training, the program disbanded due to the war ending. After the war, 

Joan applied to the airlines but was told women weren't qualified to be pilots. She then became the  

only woman instructor among 22 flight instructors in Athens, Ohio until 1948 when the GI program 

ended.                                                                                                                                                             

Joan married her fellow flight instructor, Nolan, in 1948 and they had three sons. In 1963, Ohio       

University (OU) purchased the Athens airport and offered Joan a flight instructor position.              

Her aviation career was full of accomplishments and awards. In 1970, Joan became one of only sixty 

women in the country to hold a multi-engine airline transport rating, the FAA's highest rating. She  

also became a Designated Flight Examiner for the FAA for the next 25 years. OU implemented a       

policy whereby all professors were required to have a college degree. Joan worked on her degree       

for 10 years and graduated in 1978 with her oldest son, Mark.                                                                                          



Joan flew in several women's air races across the country, including the Powder Puff Derby and   

Angel Derby. She finished 2nd one year but she'd be quick to tell you the story of how she was   

cheated out of first place.      

In 1985, Joan became Chairman of the OU Aviation Department, the first female to head a universi-

ty aviation department. She established an Aviation Advisory Board, started a 4-year aviation     

program, added airline internships, and oversaw the construction of the Aviation Flight Training 

Center.      

She was "forced" to retire at age 70 and moved to Florida where she flew for the Coast Guard     

Auxiliary. Joan said the hardest part of the Coast Guard training was not flying but swimming     

fully-clothed 50 yards and climbing into a lift raft. "Comical" she said.       

Joan went on to log over 12,000 flight hours in her 65-year aviation career. She fulfilled a life-long 

dream while enjoying her favorite hobby. She often said, "Don't tell OU, but I would have worked 

for free." Former students went on to become airline captains, Blue Angels, Thunderbirds, Air      

Traffic Controllers, NetJets and corporate pilots, NASA employees, the Coors Silver Bullet pilot and 

the pilot featured in the film “Battle Hymn.”         

Joan received numerous awards during her career, including induction into the National Flight In-

structor Hall of Fame, being a National Aviation Hall of Fame nominee, and receiving the FAA's 

highest acknowledgment of service in aviation, The FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award.    

She also received the NAA Elder Statesman Award in Washington DC and was included in the   

Amelia Earhart International Forest of Friendship (aviation's Grauman's Chinese Theatre). Joan 

served on the OU National Alumni Board, was an Alumna of the Year, and received the Medal of 

Merit Award, OU's highest alumni award. Of all her accomplishments, her pride was in the heart 

and soul she held for basic flight instruction.      

Over 1,000 students were pushed from their nest by a woman who dreamed about flying, made it 

come true and dared others to share her fantasy.      

The family would like to thank the staff of Brookdale Hospice for the wonderful care provided to 

Joan and her family.         

A Celebration of Life service will be held on Saturday, March 5, 2022, from 2-5pm at 

SCHOEDING-ER DUBLIN, 5980 Perimeter Dr., Dublin, Ohio 43017. Family will receive friends 

from 2-3 pm followed by a short service at 3pm and a light reception to follow until 5pm.      

In lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution to the Joan Mace Scholarship Fund,   c/o Ohio    

University Foundation, P.O. Box 869, Athens, Ohio 45701 which benefits female aviation students    

at Ohio University. To leave on-line condolences visit www.schoedinger.com.      

Posted on-line on January 06, 2022  

Welcome to our newest 99: Abigail 

MEETINGS: :  The winter month meetings will be on Zoom.  You will receive an e-mail from Val 

with the January 9th meeting log-on details on Friday or Saturday        

Photos courtesy of the Official Photographer of the All-Ohio Chapter Kathy 



 

Agenda January 9, 2022 99s Zoom Meeting– Entry Details will be in your e-mail Fri or Sat. 

12:00PM – Air Camp Presentation 

Dr. Vince Russo (retired USAF), Co-Founder, Chair and President 

Shannon Coblentz, Director of Operations 

1:00PM – Business Meeting 

Approve Minutes of December 12, 2021 

Treasurer’s Report 

Membership 

Membership Report  

Mentor updates – Zoe passed Private Pilot Check ride 

     Claire passed Private Pilot Written 

Scholarship opportunities 

Santori Scholarship – Advanced Certificate $2,000 and Student Certificate $1,000 

     Due Date:  March 1, 2022 

First Wings – for Student Pilot Members, Due Date:  April 1, 2022 

Meetings 

January 9 – Zoom – presentation on Air Camp 

February 13 – Zoom – presentation on Lifeline Pilots 

March 13 – Zoom – presentation TBA 

April and on need hosts    

Old Business 

Web Site – Val 

Spring Section Meeting - St. Louis April 22-24 hosted by Greater St. Louis 

Member Biographies – Peg and Lisa 

New Business 

99s Recruit & Retain Manual – Pamphlets received for distribution to your airport. 

New Public Relations Chair – Claire will discuss using Instagram 



 A foundation of today’s Port Clinton, Treasurer Edna Hanson retires 

Dec 2021 

|22 Dec 2021Featured

Edna Hansen was honored for her 18 years as the treasurer of the City of Port Clinton at last week’s 

council meeting, which included a proclamation by Mayor Michael J. Snider. From left to right are 

her daughters Linda Overstreet of Fremont, a retired school teacher, Edna Hansen, Third Ward 

Councilwoman Margaret Phillips and long-time friend  Jolyn Smith of Fremont.  

(Photo by D’Arcy Patrick Egan)       

Edna Hansen is a woman of many talents, from mathematical and musical to her steady hand as  

treasurer of the city of Port Clinton, keeping a sharp eye on the finances of the city for 18 years.      

Hansen will officially retire on Friday, Dec. 31. On Saturday, Jan. 1, Joe Brenner, the Managing    

Partner at Soderberg and Brenner CPAs in Port Clinton, will be sworn in to the post.      

“It’s been a wonderful job for so many years, but at the age of 84 it is finally time retire,” said 

Hansen. “The high point of all these years has been working with the wonderful people at City Hall. 

We have so many people who care about the community.”     

Hansen also taught orchestra and marching band at Port Clinton High School for a long time. Her 

son, Bruce Hansen, who is retired Air Force and lives in Sacramento, Calif., and daughter Linda 

Overstreet of Fremont, are also teachers.      

Throughout her career, Hansen has always stepped up to help on various committees with many 

groups and organizations, especially when finances were involved. She was the Executive Administra-

tor of the National School Orchestra Association, later serving as treasurer. She received the Traugott 

Rohner Award for Distinguished Service to the National School Orchestra Association.      

Born in Marietta, Ohio, Hansen attended Capital University in Columbus, before teaching in 

Sandusky and Port Clinton for a couple of decades.       

Her late husband, James, grew up in Port Clinton, and worked at NASA Plumbrook as an instructor, 

“working on missiles and stuff,” she said.

Hansen’s financial expertise was welcomed by local, state and national groups. A District Director of 

the Ohio Federation of Women’s Clubs, she was assistant conductor of the Port Clinton Community 

Band, and directed two choirs for St. John Lutheran Church, assisting ministers at services.    

Hansen was the Ohio president of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International and served as its Ohio 



treasurer for a decade. A vice-president of the Ohio Retired Teachers Association,  she was the    

ORTA treasurer for Ottawa County.    

Small in stature but a bold presence in the community, Hansen dared herself to do something 40 

years ago that few women of the time would attempt. “I wanted to learn to fly an airplane. I didn’t 

know any women pilots, so my husband, bought me an airplane ride for my birthday. I was hooked.”  

Hansen went back to the Port Clinton Airport and told them she wanted to learn to fly. “I knew I 

could do it, and I did,” said Hansen. She also joined the Ninety-Nines in 1979, a group of female     

pilots created in 1929 that has chapters around the world. Amelia Earhart was president of the  

Ninety-Nines in its earliest years.      

Hansen was also named a Top Ten 99s Pilot in the Ninety-Nines and relished her many Ohio travels 

by air, but hasn’t renewed her pilot’s medical license in quite a while.        

Hansen’s husband James was also a Ward Three councilman in Port Clinton, and in 2003 the city 

was in need of a treasurer. With her stellar financial background, Hansen decided to toss her bonnet 

into the ring. On Dec. 5, 2003 she was elected to a post she would hold for 18 years while fostering 

financial stability and  leadership at City Hall. Best wishes, Edna! 

From our Chairwoman Debra:  I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday season and are looking 

forward to a healthy and happy new year, filled with lots of blue skies.       

As you probably are aware, the January, February, and March meetings will be via Zoom.  For   

those of you who find traveling to meetings difficult, we hope you will take this opportunity  to     

attend. If you are not familiar with Zoom, Kathy Samuelson has graciously agreed to provide        

tutoring. If you are interested, please contact Kathy by responding to this e-mail.         

I would like to take a moment to introduce our topic for January: Air Camp. Our speaker will be     

Dr. Vince Russo, retired USAF, Co-Founder, Chair , and President of Air Camp and Shannon        

Coblentz, Director of Operations.      

I discovered Air Camp a few months ago when I flew into Greene County, where an Air Camp      

was being held.  It piqued my interest, as those attending were youngsters. I am often asked about   

resources for young people who are interested in aviation. Other than Young Eagles, I draw a    

blank.  I thought Air Camp could be another good resource to direct them into our backyard.       

Air Camp is a not-for-profit organization founded in 2010 by four engaged and invested STEM      

leaders in Dayton. They created this unique program to help inspire students to pursue STEM        

education and career opportunities with an emphasis on aviation and aeronautics.   The goal is        

to   increase students’ confidence to pursue such opportunities throughout grades K-12 and beyond.   

Each Air Camp program is rich with creative collaborations among professionals and students,     

immersive STEM content and skills and hands-on projects.     




