
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN PILOTS 

ALL-OHIO 99 NEWS 

         MAY 2025                            HAPPY MAY DAY! 

 

A huge thank you to our Scholarship Chairwoman Betty ( a previous AEMS awardee)                        
for assisting our scholarship candidates in preparing their applications!  Betty sent this message: 

JUN WINS AMELIA EARHART SCHOLARSHIP! 

“It is with great pleasure that I share with all of you All-Ohio Chapter members that we have              
a new AEMS (Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship) winner in our chapter!”                                                         

“Jun Oikawa was notified that the AEMSF Trustees and outside judges selected her a winner.        
Jun applied for an Academic Scholarship which is for up to $10,000 towards one year of a college     
degree in aviation or aerospace. Jun is enrolled at Sinclair College in Dayton. She did an excellent    

job putting together her application and I am sure her involvement in the chapter helped                 
tremendously.”                                                                                                                                               

“She  is currently Chapter Membership Chair, she designed the chapter logo to print on items,       
hosted a chapter meeting at her local airport, helped at one of the Air Race Classic stops, and       

helped paint a compass rose with the Scioto Valley Chapter.  And I’m sure you’ve seen her photos      
in the newsletter many times when she attends the meetings. Be sure to congratulate Jun at a future 

meeting or activity or send her an e-mail at her e-mail address.” 

 

GABBY IS AWARDED A MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP! 

Gabby received $1,000 to assist her as a Student Pilot 99s Member towards  completion of an  initial 
pilot certificate. It was announced at the North Central Section (NCS) Spring Meeting banquet this 
past weekend in Iowa. Gabby has taken on the duties of Public Relations Chairwoman for the   All-

Ohio Chapter and has volunteered for several 99s events.                                                                                                                          
The Memorial Scholarship offers two scholarships to members of the NCS under the auspices of the 
Chicago Area Chapter of the Ninety-Nines. One scholarship in the amount of $2000 is to assist a 99   
in the completion of an additional pilot certificate or rating and the other is $1000 to a student pilot 
member. The application is usually due around March 1 so anyone interested should be looking for 

that information in   early 2026 next year.  

 

Congratulations to Catherine (Cat) on receiving her private pilot license on 24 April. 
She reports she wore her 99s polo shirt for moral support and it was an amazing expe-
rience.  Great news, Catherine! 

There were no new members so far this month.  

Unless otherwise noted, all photographs in this newsletter are by our Official All-Ohio 
Photographer Kathy.  Thank you to Kathy and Deb for their invaluable news assis-
tance! 
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We met for lunch at J.P.’s Ribs at Bolton Field near Columbus on April 13th. That is  quite a            
place, with photos of many stars and celebrities on the wall behind the tables probably because      
their private jets found it a more convenient airport than the international one. Our chapter held       
a Buckeye Air Rally there a few years ago and it was sponsored by the café.  Top row: L-R:                        
Recently retired FAA supervisor Valerie brought her mother, Miss Lillian, to the meeting. Then, 
Debra took the opportunity to ask Alex (aircraft maintenance instructor) about the fine points of   
taking care of her aircraft. R: Kay told her mentees about her many air races and unexpected things 
that happened. L-R: Sarah, Kay, and Ev.      Middle row L: Ev made a selfie of herself and Kathy 
and she wore the top      that she crocheted at the last meeting. Middle: Jun and her boys Jessie and 
Lucas. Lucas  is making the peace sign, which is understandable because his dad is in the military.  
L: CFII Peg brought new member CFII Kylie to the meeting. They had lots to talk about, since they 
both are flight instructors.   Bottom row: After lunch we drove to the other side of the airport to the 
Columbus State Community College School of Aviation Maintenance where Leota earned her rating.  
L-R: Instructor Alex outlined the course of study at the school. Middle: New private pilot Ev   Leota  
and CFI Jessica about her checkride and they told her about flying in Alaska. Leota is returning 
there soon and Jessica will continue to be a flight instructor at OSU Don Scott Airport. End photo:  
Jessie marveled at the size of one of the engines used for instruction. Photo courtesy of Jun. Thank 
you to Leota and Deb for arranging this!      
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

 

Please note that 
this is not our 
usual second 
Sunday meeting 
but we are 
meeting on the 
first Sunday   
because the    
second Sunday 
is Mother’s 
Day.. 
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FIRST CLASS 

 

Thanks to Leota for this article she photographed    
at IWASM at Burke Lakefront Airport after last 

month’s meeting!                                                                 
Few know about the “Night witches”  (In German,    
“ Nacht hexen,”)  who were Russian women pilots 

who bombed the Nazi forces after dark.  They used 
darkness to cover their bombing raids in old bi-wing 
aircraft behind German lines. They could sneak over 
the lines on the way in, but suffered heavy casualties 
on their way back because the enemy knew they had 
to return to their own  battle lines for fuel and safety.                                  

There are several fascinating books about the 
group’s exploits and I recommend them.  


